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675 April 14, 1905 

failed to reveal any other cases, and in order to destroy possible foci 
of infection a large force has been employed to make as nearly a simul- 
taneous fumigation of the entire town as possible. 

Acute diarrhea still prevails among all classes, which may be attrib- 
uted to the water, the scarcity of which continues to exist. 

Immigrants, chiefly negroes, continue to arrive in large numbers 
from the West Indies and the coast, most of whom now readily find 
employment along the line of the canal. Nonimmune whites from the 
United States are also arriving in considerable numbers. 

In Panama no cases of yellow fever were reported from March 13 
to March 27. On March 27, however, a case which had been admitted 
at Ancon Hospital on the 20th was declared to be yellow fever. 

PERU. 

Meport from Callao — Smallpox on Chilean steamship Palena — Objec- 
tion to vaccination. 

Assistant Surgeon Lloyd reports, March 18, as follows: 

Concerning the Chilean steamship Palena, on which 3 cases of small- 
pox occurred en route between this port and Valparaiso, I have the 
honor to report as follows: 

None of the bills of health made any mention of these cases. The 
master of the vessel denied that there had been cases aboard. The 
crew united in refusing to be vaccinated. Unusually strong pressure 
was brought to bear on this office to induce me to allow the vessel to 
proceed without vaccinating the crew, and this was from a source 
where I had no doubt of the good intentions of those concerned. 
Surgeon Perry lent his support in a telegram, in which he stated that 
he would quarantine the vessel unless the crew submitted to vaccina- 
tion. The particular member of the crew who was doing most to 
incite others to mutiny was called up, and I was asked to examine his 
scars, inasmuch as the claim had been put forward that these crews 
were already well protected by previous vacci nation. I found upon 
examination that he had two very good scars made about 8 years 
before, according to his statement, but I called the attention of those 
concerned to the fact that at that particular moment the man was suf- 
fering from a mild attack of varioloid. This statement was questioned 
at the time, but subsequently proved to be correct. Dr. Castro Gutier- 
rez, who concurred with me in the diagnosis, removed the man at my 
request and placed him in quarantine. 

It is practically impossible as well as undesirable to ship a crew in 
this port. The agent and the officers of the vessel did all they could 
to induce the crew to submit, offering themselves as subjects for vac- 
cination, but with no results. In view of their helplessness, 1 accepted 
an invitation to accompan}' the vessel to Salaverry, knowing that I 
could make a sufficiently close connection to return before another 
vessel would be cleared, but instructing Dr. Castro Gutierrez to act 
for me in case of emergency. Before reaching Salaverry I succeeded 
in vaccinating nearly all the crew and isolated another case of small- 
pox, calling the attention of Sanitary Inspector Romero, who met me 
in Salaverry for his first duties to still another who presented sus- 
picious symptoms, but in my hurry to catch the returning steamer I 
was unable to point out this man, who hid himself, with a companion, 
only to be subsequently found by Doctor Romero. Both had smallpox. 
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The port authorities in Salaverry and Payta refused to allow the 
cases to be removed from the ship and as the telegraph was interrupted 
no appeal could be made to the health officer to have them removed. 
They were accordingly isolated aboard as well as possible and carried 
to Guayaquil, Acting Assistant Surgeon Gruver wiring me confirming 
the diagnosis. I do not know whether they were landed before reach- 
ing Ancon or not, but Surgeon Perry was informed of conditions 
by telegraph. All steerage passengers were vaccinated and Doctor 
Romero succeeded in completing the vaccination of the crew. Such 
of the cabin passengers as had not been vaccinated and all those who 
desired revaccination were vaccinated. Disinfection and mechanical 
cleaning were attempted, but were not all that could be desired. Con- 
sul Gottschalk gave me his unqualified support throughout the entire 
proceedings, and having written to the consuls in the ports south of 
Callao, where cases were said to have been landed, received yesterday 
a letter from the American consul in Arica, stating that after some 
difficulty he had succeeded in learning that a man had been landed 
from the Palena in that port who had later died of smallpox. 

I have been lenient in the matter of vaccination because it is both 
undesirable on my part and practically impossible on the part of the 
steamship companies to ship a new crew in this port. In disposing of 
the question, however, the agents have been informed that in the 
future there will be no discussion as to whether or not these crews 
will be vaccinated. 1 have to quote from a letter to the several com- 
panies as follows: 

* * * Your company failing to exercise sufficient control over its employees to 
enable me to carry out the regulations * * * I "will withhold the bill of health, 
in accordance with the law, a reasonable time, to enable me to enforce this regula- 
tion. A reasonable time may mean anywhere from twenty-four hours to as long as 
may be necessary, according to the exigencies of the case. * * * 

Of course it is understood that the company is anxious to have its vessels comply 
with the regulations, but the point I wish to make is that it is incumbent upon the 
company to exercise such control over its employees as will enable me to carry out 
the regulations, and a failure to' exercise such control will require to be met in the 
same manner as if the company willfully violated the regulations. 

On account of the extensive epidemic of smallpox in Chilean ports 
the health officer of Peru has ordered the vaccination of all passengers 
and crews of vessels on which smallpox occurs. Steps are also being 
taken to enforce vaccination throughout Peru. 

I have to thank the quarantine officer and the surgeon of the Palena 
for information which led to the discovery of the conditions aboard. 
Dr. Castro Gutierrez and Doctor Romero (inspector) rendered me 
valuable aid in the actual work. 

TURKEY. 

Return of the pilgrimage of the Hedjaz. 

[From the Bulletin Quarantenaire, Alexandria, March 23, 1905.] 
VESSELS ARRIVED AT TOR. 

March 17. — Greek vessel Kilikia from Djeddah, with 800 pilgrims 
of mixed nationalities; destination, Beirut and Constantinople. 



